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Syllabus for Greek 2020, 3620, 4620— Greek Poetry


Spring Semester, 2025: M/W 11:50-1:10 pm, BUC 2044
Professor:
Dr. Margaret Toscano

Office:

1968 LNCO

Office hours:
W, 9:30-11:00 am, and by appointment

Office phone:
581-4768 
e-mail:

margaret.toscano@utah.edu

Course Theme:  Rage, Violence, and Revenge in Homer’s Iliad. Can violence and revenge go too far, even in war? Is all fair in love and war? Are there certain things you should not do, even to an enemy? Is it possible to feel empathy for the enemy? Can victory and the spoils of war ever make up for the monumental losses incurred on both sides? How are fate and choice intertwined in the heroic responses to these questions? What is the nature of Homer’s tragic heroes? 
Course Objectives:
1.  To review the fundamentals of Greek grammar and syntax.

2.  To become familiar with the Homeric dialect, forms, and vocabulary.

3.  To make you more proficient readers of ancient Greek in various dialects.

4.  To become familiar with the dactylic hexameter meter and to be able to scan a line of Homeric verse on sight.

5.  To explore the characteristics and boundaries of epic poetry.  

6.  To gain experience and appreciation for the way Homer uses rhetorical and poetical devises.

7.  To understand the issues raised by the Homeric Question. 

8.  To explore ancient Greek culture, especially the ways the Greeks thought about war, enemies, fate, and choice, with all the complexities involved in such cultural concepts and practices.

9. To give you a sense of both the familiar and unfamiliar as we explore these themes and ideas, so that you experience the difference and the sameness in the relationship between the ancient and contemporary worlds.   

Required Text:
Draper, P.A. Iliad, Book I: Homer. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2002. 


(978-0472067923)  

Suggested Texts:

Cunliffe, Richard John. A Lexicon of the Homeric Dialect. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1977 (1924), (978-0806114309).
Cunliffe Expanded Edition, 2012 (978-0806143088).
You should buy or have access to a good translation of the Iliad. These are all great:
Caroline Alexander, 2015, HaperCollins: an excellent, recent translation

Robert Fagles, Penguin Classics, 1990, rev. ed, 1998: a much-admired translation
Robert Fitzgerald, 1975, Farrar, Straus and Giroux: This is one of the most poetic translations.

Richmond Lattimore, U of Chicago P, 1951: one of the closest to Homer, but slow going.

Stanley Lombardo, Hackett, 1997—This is a lively, modern translation. 
Stanley Lombardo, The Essential Homer, Hackett, 2000: A shorted but excellent version of both the Iliad and the Odyssey.
E.V. Rieu—I love this old Penguin Classic revised in 2003.

Course Requirements and Grading:
Because this is a small reading class, attendance and participation are absolutely crucial. You are expected to show up prepared to translate and answer questions on that day’s assignment. If for some reason you are not prepared, it is still important for you to attend class for two reasons: first, because you will benefit from the discussion and others’ insights; and second, because the class morale depends on the dynamic interaction of all the students and the teacher. Language learning is always a community process as well as an individual effort. I understand that sometimes you must miss class. Let me know if you are ill or have some other problem. I try to be understanding and am always willing to do what I can to help you.  
Your grade will be based on the following areas and assignments:
2 translation exams on Homer





100
26%


Attendance and participation






100
26%
2 turn-in translations







  30        9%

Short essay on themes in Iliad 





  50   
13%


Quizzes, content, grammar, meter, memorization



100       26%

     (Nine quizzes)

Additional assignment for 3620/4620 students


  
Total Points








380
100%

Schedule: 

We will read as much of the first book as possible:

Book 1 


If we have time, we may read some from:

Book 9: 
Phoenix’s Speech, 508-532

Book 18:
Achilles’ Lament, 83-98, 103-134

Book 19:
Briseis’ Lament, 299-322

We will end with this climax:

Book 24
Priam begs for Hector’s body: 477-551 

I have not put in exact lines for each day in our Schedule because our pace will be determined by my interaction with you and the text. But I do have certain mileposts that we will want to meet. I will put up weekly schedules and deadlines on Canvas so that you know what to expect well in advance. And I will make sure that I give you plenty of notice about due dates for quizzes, papers, etc. As we proceed, I will try to be sensitive to your needs and abilities and create assignments that will aid in your learning to read and comprehend the Greek language and Homeric culture.

Daily Schedule:
Week I

M Jan 6
Introduction to Goals and Requirements for Class
 

Background on Homer and the Iliad
W Jan 8
Overview of Homeric grammar 

Translate first 7 lines of Iliad
Week II

M Jan 13
Translate lines 8-16  


W Jan 15
Epic meter work: Scanning and reading dactylic hexameter
Week III 

M Jan 20
No Class! MLK Jr. Holiday
W Jan 22
Overview of the themes of the Iliad


Read a translation of Book I of the Iliad


Read my paper under “Files” on Canvas: 

“Empathy for the Enemy: The Place of the Trojans in Homer’s Greek Iliad”


Quiz on Content
Week IV

M Jan 27
Translate


W Jan 29
Translate


Quiz on meter

Week V

M Feb 3
Translate
W Feb 5
Translate


Quiz
Week VI

M Feb 10
Translate
W Feb 12
Translate
Week VII

M Feb 17
No class! Presidents’ Day
W Feb. 19
Translate


Quiz
Week VIII

M Feb 24
Translate 
W Feb 26
Translate

Quiz
Week IX

M Mar
3
Review for Midterm 
W Mar 5
Midterm 
Week X

Mar 10-12
No class! Spring Break!
Week XI

M Mar 17
Translate
W Mar 19
Translate


Quiz
Week XII

M  Mar 24
Translate
W Mar 26
Translate


Quiz
Week XIII
M Mar 31
Translate
W Apr 2
Translate


Quiz
Week XIV

M Apr 7
Translate 
W Apr 9
Translate
Week XV 

M April 14
Translate
W April 16
Translate


Quiz

Week XVI

M April 21
Last day of classes!



Review

Finals Week: Monday, April 28, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.--Exam #2, in our regular classroom
Required Syllabi Statements:

1) The Americans with Disabilities Act. The University of Utah seeks to provide equal access to its programs, services, and activities for people with disabilities. If you will need accommodations in this class, reasonable prior notice needs to be given to the Center for Disability & Access. Beginning 8/5, all student appointments will be virtual while they move into a new location in the Student Services Building (SSB). Their temporary office during the move is in SSB, Basement Level, Room 65. For any questions call (801) 581-5020. CDS will work with you and the instructor to make arrangements for accommodations. All written information in this course can be made available in an alternative format with prior notification to the Center for Disability & Access.

Given the nature of this course, attendance is required and adjustments will only be permitted as required by Policy 6-100(III)(O). If you need to seek an ADA accommodation to request an exception to this attendance policy due to a disability, please contact the Center for Disability and Access (CDA).
CDA will work with us to determine what, if any, ADA accommodations are reasonable and appropriate.
2) University Safety Statement. The University of Utah values the safety of all campus community members. To report suspicious activity or to request a courtesy escort, call campus police at 801-585-COPS (801-585-2677). You will receive important emergency alerts and safety messages regarding campus safety via text message. For more information regarding safety and to view available training resources, including helpful videos, visit https://safeu.utah.edu
